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Covent Garden Theatre. 


Tue great attention which the Managers here have paid to the 
correct costume of SuakspesRe’s Play of King John, has fully suc- 














eeeded in rendering that drama as interesting and attractive as suck 


a point could well occasion. Mr. C. Kempie, as we have before 
stated, has been, we hear, the chief labourer in this work of taste, 
in exploring the ancient remains of habits of the period which could 
be relied upon for uccuracy. His success, in this instance, we learn, 
has induced an equal attention to some other of our great bard’s 
plays ; and, it is said, that the second part of Henry the Fourth, is 
preparing with a costume, at once splendid, and in exact conformity 
to that of the time. 


The performance of the waveringJahn, by Mr. Younc, was marked 
with great power and point, particularly in the first scene with the 
Cardinal, and in that where he instigates Hubert to. destroy the 
Prince. Mr. C. Kempte’s Faulconbridge, is considered by every one 
as amongst his very best efforts; and, last night, he gave to this 
extraordinary character, the same humor and fire, that he has for- 
merly communicated to it, and met with equal smiles and applause 
from a crowded and genteel audience. 


The new Pantomime produced much laughter. 





Drurp Bane Theatre. 

Tue Play of The Merchant of Venice was acted last night, when 
Mr. Kean appeared as Shylock, Our readers will recollect that this 
gentleman at his last performance, (Richard the Third) was taken 
ill in the middle of the Play, and obliged to resign the character to 
Mr. Wattack. We were in hopes he had perfectly recovered, but 
we were soon convinced from his style of acting that he still laboured 
under indisposition. It is impossible for Mr. Kean, when on the 
stage, however ill, not to display occasional flashes of that genius 
which be so eminently possesses. He, therefore, could not fail to 
gain applause in some parts ; but his frequent relapse into languor, 
deprived the audience of many of his points of excellence. His 
acting in the trial-scene was, as may be supposed, his best. effort ; 
and the manner of his putting the question to the “ Learned Judge,” 





“On what compulsion must I ? elicited great ap- 


plause, 
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THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


Mrs. W. Wesr represented Portia, and with a very engaging man- 
ner. But we did not like her in the assumed legal character: her head 
had nothing /ega/ about it. Instead of an elaborate and awe-strik- 
ing wig, there were a lady’s locks twisted and curled under the 
keeping of a large conrh! This was quite preposterous, Mr. Anchen 
acted Bassanio very adequately: and the other characters were, in 
general, not badly done. Mr. Liston, however, as ,Zauncelot, did 
not produce his usual portion of mirth. It was not his fault—the 
character affords but little opportunity for very stuiking humor. 


The Pantomime followed.—The house-was crowded in every part. 


The Otymric and Apetent Theatres were numerously and genteel- 
ly attended last night. Both audiences appeared highly gratified. 


We have heard that Mr. Canntne will visit Covent-garden ‘Theatre 
to-morrow evening, to witness Mr. Youxe’s performance of Sir Per- 
tinaw Macsycophant, in The Man of the World. 

Masquernapr,—The Argyll Rooms, Jast n‘ght, presented a scene 
of merriment very agreeable to the taste of many at this chearful 
season. ‘I'he Masquerade was uot so well conducted, nor so well at- 
tended as we expected. ‘The characters were such as are always to 
be met with on similar occasions, but very few of them were sup- 
ported with wit or ability; with the exception of two or three York- 
shiremen, one Irishman, with two potatoes, aud three wives, a cou- 
ple of Friars of Orders Grey, a Doctor Maw-worm, and a few more. 
Much noise was made, and mirth was the order of the night. 








To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 


SIR, Monday, Dec. 29, 1823. 

In your report of the performances at Drury Lane Theatre, on 
Saturday Evening, I beg todraw your attention to the following, which I sus- 
pect must originate in some party bias or puff direct. You say—‘* This piece, 
(meaning the Pantomime) has retrieved its character for ingenuity’’—on that f{ 
say nothing, but leave you to your heart’s content in the observation: but you 
go on by saying, ** It provedeven more successful on Saturday than on the 
previous Evening, and the whole was managed with INCREASED DEX'PE- 
RITY.”’ You really could have had bo repofter or critic of impartiality in 
the heuse, to make thtis remark, for it must haye been visible to every one of 
the audience in any corner of the house, within view of the stage—that not 
one part of the Pantomime went off with dexterity. I was one among many in 
the house, who repeated the shameful manner in which the whole Pantomime 
was gone through ; but, uo doubt, the puff direet of the Managing Proprietor, 
if you or any ove for you, were really in the house, has instigated your report, 
with some other causes of which the Public generally cannot be acquainted—on 
giving out the repetition of this Pantomime for this Evening, Mr. Eruiston 
remarked, ‘‘ and honoured by your EXTRAORDINARY patronage and sup- 
port.’ ‘This puff can answer no good effect. For the truth of my. statement 


I need only refer you to ** The Times’’ report of this morning. 
DRAMATICUS SECUNDUS. 


We shall answer the above to-morrow. 
Printed & Published by LE. Tuomas, Denmark-court, Exeter-’change, Strand, 
























Theatre Ropal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening the Opera of 


THE CABINET. 


Prince Orlando, Mr SINCLAIR, 
Who will introduce a Song composed by himself 
Marquis de Grand Chateau, Mr BLANCHARD, 


Lorenzo, Mr PYNE, Peter, Mr RAYNER, 
Whimsiculo, Mr FAWCETT, Pietro. Mr LEY, 
Count Curvoso, Mr BARTLEY, 7 
Doralice, Mrs PEARCE, Crudelia, Mrs VINING, 
Constantia, Miss HAMMERSLEY, 
Bianca, Mrs DAVENPORT, Floretta, Miss PATON, 
Leonora, Miss BEAUMONT, Curiosa, MrsGIBBS. 


After which, a grand new Comic Pantomime, called 


Harlequin § Poor Robin ; 


Or, the House that Jack Built. 
Jack, the Miller, (afterwards Harlequin) Mr ELLAR. 
Gaffer Gandy, (afterwards Pantaloon) Mr BARNES, Giles, Mr MEARS, 

Ralph, Mr HENRY, Hodge, Mr TINNEY, f?loughshare, Mr NORRIS, 

Poor Robin, or Poor Sir Bob, (the Astrologer) Mr J. ISAACS, 
The Rat—the Cat—the Deg—by Deputents. 

The Priest all Shaven and Shorn, (afterwards Clown) Mr J. S. GRIMALDI 
Rosebud, the Maid all Forlorn, (afterwards Columbine) Mrs VEDY, 
Squire Sap, (aftcrwards Dandy Lover) Mr DUCROW, 

Cupid, the Messenger of Venus, Miss H. BODEN, 

The Cock, Master Strut, The Cow, withthe Crumpled Horn, by an Amateur 

May Day Sports—Flora, Miss ROMER. 

Abraham Att’all, Mr LOUIS, Mrs. Att’all, (his Wife) Miss RARNETT. 
Sir Simon, Mr Parsloe, Lady Simper, Mad. Fritzer, Miss Simper, Miss Shotter 
Scene 1—Village and Water-Mill, by Sunset—Jack’s House just Finished.— 

2.—Perspective Landscape and surrounding Country—Grieve. 3.—The In- 
side of Jack’s House—W. Grieve. 4.—TThe Village of Ganderclue, by 
Sunrise—T. Grieve. 5.—Januany.—-Hyde-Park, and Constitution-HIll- 
Gates, on a Frosty Morning—T. Grieve. 6,—S:. James’s Park and Canal, 
Buckingham House in the distance.—'l. Grieve.—ParentT SKaTine, 7.— 
May—Kew Gardens on a May Morning—T. Grieve. S—Outside of Barber's 
Shop—Hodgins. 9.—Inside vf Barber's Shop—H odgias. Clown's Patent 
Machinery to Shave by Steam. 10.—Juty—Burlington Arcade at Night.— 
W. Grieve. I1—Outside of Sir Simon Simper’s House—Lappino. 12.—In- 
side ef Sir Simeon Simper’s House—W. Grieve. 13.—SerTremBper—Vaux- 
hall Bride—T. Grieve. 14—Vauxhall Gardens—Grieve. Clown’s Aeronautic 
Excursion from London to Paris, including the various Views from the En- 
glish Mctropolis, till his Arrival in the Thullerics Gardens in France. lg 
and 16—The Village of Bow, near London.—Pugh. Leadenhall Market— 
Pugh. 17—Novemser—Grand Civic Feast in Guildhall—Pugh. 18.—Ma- 
thematical and Astronomical fiistrument Maker’s Shop—Luppino. 19 and 
20—Decenser—Poor Old Robin’s Hut—Temple of Iris—Grieve. 


‘Fo-morrow, The Man of the World, with the Pantomime. 


























Eljeatre Royal, Briny Laie. 


This omnes the Opera of 


Guy. Mannerin 


A Bertram, Mr BRAHAM, 
Who will introduée, with Miss Povey, The Echo Duet, 
“Now hope, now feur,’-* ‘The Death of Neélson,’—The favourite 
Melody, from Moore, habe BRUCE’ 8 “ADDRESS to HIS ARMY, 
“Scots! wha ha’ wi’? Wallace bled!’ :.. 
Dominie Sampson, Mr LISTON, Dandie Dinmont, Mr SHERWIN, 
Lucy Bertram, Miss STEPHENS, 
Julia. Mannering, Miss POVEY, -Meg Merriles, Mrs BUNN. 











After which, a grand newComic Pantomime, called 
Hartequin & the FlyingChest 


.. OF, Malek, and the Princess Schirine, 
‘Fhe Whole produced under the Direction’of Mr W. Barrymore. 


Lignum Vite, Mr MERCER,*- Quinco, Master WIELAND, 
Mechanies. ‘Tackpate. Mr RANDALL, Btrch-switch, Mr D. SMITH, 
Date-bones, Mr PLUMSTEAED, Pinikin. Mr HOPE, ¥ig-leaf, Mr Foster 
Ceder-skull, Mr YARNOLD; Sun-florio, Mr KENCH, eee eat Yarpiey 
Willow-trunk, Mr GIBBON, "Holly-hock, Mr SUT? IN; 
Lily-white, Mr BRADY, Rosetto, Mr COL SON, 

Malck, (a deeayed Nobleman, afterwards Harlequin) Mr HOWELL, 
Bahaman, afterwards Pantaloon) Mr ‘Tf. BLANCHARD, 
Aboodlefattywachy,. (afterwards Clown) Seignior PAULO, 


Schirine, (afterwards Columbine) Miss SMITH, 
Page, (with a Ballad) Master Edmonds, Mamapeaka, Mr Turnour 
'Phe Afviete Niger; (the Infidel Genius) Mr WEBSTER, 


The following is the Order of the Scenery. 

Scene 1:—The Silver, Ciput: or Grove in the Forest of Ganza..’ (Stanfield) 2.— 
plendid Palace of the 100 Gates. | Marinari}].3.—Boudeir of the Princess 
Schivine. [Do] 4—Bridge & Distant Landscape over the. Hindus, [Roberts] 5 
Village & Market-Cross, [De] 6.—Post Office Yard. .[Marinari } 7.—Cott- 
age & Corn Fields. , [Roberts] §.—Fouthill Abbey and Grounds, [Do] 9— 
Kwg, Eiward’s Galle ry at Fonthill. [Do] 10.—Nursery; Grounds in the Vici- 
nity of lan [do] 1t:—Oil, & Cutler’s Shops. (do], 12.—The Diorama, 
Tre Plymouth Hreakw ater, Commencing with The. Quarries at Oreston— 
The Catwater and Entrance to Hooe, Men of War. at Anchor. in:Piymouth 
Sonnd,. The Breakwater, Vessel i in Distress off the Mew Stone—Effects of 
a Storm, An Indiaman on, Shore, neay Ramhead,. concluding with. a General 
View. of Plymouth. with Mount Satten from Turn Chapel. 13—'Phe (Northern 
Region, by Maonlight. [Stanfield] 14,—Grand Military Review in Hyde 
Park. {Stenfield & Andrews] .15.-Powder Blue_and Storch Manufactory. 
[Roberts & ‘Adams, 16.~-Area-of Nebleman’s. House. [Hollogan & Read] 
17-—Grotto yf Chrystals,. [Reberts]_ 18-—The Paradise. of Zephyr. and 
Flora. { Marinari} 


Fo-morrow, The B Tpuciitc, With the Pantomime. 

















